[RNA content of cells isolated from normal and arteriosclerotic human aorta].
Cells from the intimal and medial layers of the normal and atherosclerotic human aortas were isolated by enzymatic dispersion. The isolated cells were stained in suspension by intravital staining with acridine orange as fluorescent stain for nucleic acids. The intensity of red fluorescence in each cell corresponding to the RNA content was measured and recorded by flow cytofluorometer. Cell distribution as measured by two parameters: red fluorescence (the RNA content) and light scatter (the cell size) revealed two cell subpopulations as regards cell populations from the intima and media, namely A cells with low RNA content and B cells with higher RNA content. The relative cell number in subpopulation A isolated from the intima with atherosclerotic lesions was greater than that isolated from the normal intima.